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Open access publishing and open science –

what is the role of medical libraries?

EAHIL Workshop, Cardiff, July 12th 2018
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Agenda

 Brief introduction to open access and open science

 Open access services at ZB MED

 Discussion

 Backup slides: Sources of information or how to keep up to date?
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Open access – the official definition

 According to the Budapest Open Access Definition:
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By “open access” to [peer-reviewed research literature], we mean its free 

availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, 

copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl 

them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other 

lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those 

inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only constraint on 

reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain, should 

be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be 

properly acknowledged and cited.

http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations (own highlighting) 

http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations
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Open access Gold and Green: advantages/  

disadvantages

July 12th 2018J. Schmitz: EAHIL-Workshop on Open Access 4

• Electronic self-archiving of 
already published articles

• Publication via an 
institutional or subject 
specific repository

OA 
Green

• Publication in an open 
access journal or in 
journals with an open 
access option (hybrid)

• Publication process is 
financed by publication 
fees (article processing 
charges – APCs)

OA 
Gold

advantages (A)/ disadvantages 

(D):

- parallel publication (with 

effects on citation rate) (D)

- embargo periods (D)

- free of charge (A)

- publishers usually give their 

consent (A)

advantages (A)/ 

disadvantages (D):

- article is accessible 

upon publication (A)

- publication costs (D)
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Open access Gold and Green: issues
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- deposit rights

- embargo periods

- preprints/ postprints: 

manuscript vs. publisher‘s 

PDF

- selecting a suitable 

repository

- pure open access vs. 

hybrid journals

- selection of appropriate 

journals

- predatory journals

- licencing

- financing of APCs

- Journal Impact Factor

• Electronic self-archiving of 
already published articles

• Publication via an 
institutional or subject 
specific repository

OA 
Green

• Publication in an open 
access journal or in 
journals with an open 
access option (hybrid)

• Publication process is 
financed by publication 
fees (article processing 
charges – APCs)

OA 
Gold
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Why OA?: advantages of open access
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For authors

better visibility of 
scientific results

“citation 
advantage”

rapid adoption of 
research results

speed up scientific 
exchange

For readers

better accessibility 
of research results 

worldwide

re-using literature 
becomes much 

easier
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Why OA?: „citation advantage“
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- data: 3.3 Mill. articles 

from Web of Science

- 2007-2009

- field normalised 

citation rate; > 1 = 

citation rate is above 

field average

Éric Archambault, Grégoire Côté, 

Brooke Struck and Matthieu Voorons: 

Research impact of paywalled versus 

open access papers:  

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewc

ontent.cgi?article=1028&context=scholc

om (last access: June 25th, 2018)
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Why OA?: mandates/ policies of funders

 SHERPA/JULIET: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php
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http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php
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Beyond open access: science 2.0 or open science

 Enlarge the idea of open access to the whole research cycle: e.g. 
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research data/ FAIR data

open software

open protocols
„open data“

„open thesis“ open funding proposals

open peer review
opening up the research process

 strong push by European Commission (e.g. in initiatives such as 

the European Open Science Cloud)
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ZB MED – Information Centre for the Life Sciences

 German national library of medicine, health care, nutritional, 

environmental and agricultural sciences

 Service centre for research in the life sciences

– advisory services

– publication services

– research support

– application-oriented research

 publication portal PUBLISSO

 search portal LIVIVO

J. Schmitz: EAHIL-Workshop on Open Access July 12th 2018 10



SeiteSlide

Services for open access by ZB MED
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Services for the gold and green route to open access and for the publication of research data

https://www.publisso.de/en
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Services for open access by ZB MED

 Advisory services
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https://www.publisso.de/en
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Discussion

 Which services with regard to open access and open science does 

your institution already offer or are you planning to offer?
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?
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Discussion

 Which issues and questions related to open access do you 

encounter?
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?
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Discussion

 Which tools can either be used for personal information or for 

providing advice to researchers and other customers?
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?
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For further information, please get in touch
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Dr. Jasmin Schmitz

Department: Open Access – Digital Preservation –

Research Data Management

Sub-department: PUBLISSO Open Access Advisory 

Services

Gleueler Str 60

D-50931 Cologne

schmitz@zbmed.de

Tel. +49 (0) 221/478 32795

mailto:schmitz@zbmed.de
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?

 DOAJ: Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/
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 alternative: searching the journal‘s website for OA options

https://doaj.org/
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?

 Quality Open Access Market – www.qoam.eu
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?
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https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/

Creative Commons 

licences

https://creativecommons.org/choose/?lang=en
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?

 Sherpa/Romeo: www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
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Legally binding: webpage of the journal or author‘s contract

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?

 OpenDOAR: Directory of Open Access Repositories: 

http://v2.opendoar.sherpa.ac.uk/
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?
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http://www.ands.org.au/partners-and-

communities/23-research-data-things/10-medical-

and-health-things
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?
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 http://walt.lishost.org/category/open-access/
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Backup: Sources of information or how to keep up to 

date?

 http://tagteam.harvard.edu/hubs/oatp/items
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