
Living Handbooks 
Scientific handbooks in a multimedia 
format



ZB MED uses the online PUBLISSO platform to publish open 
access handbooks and manuals from the full spectrum of life 
science disciplines. PUBLISSO offers the ability to incorporate 
multimedia content and update individual chapters without 
having to republish the entire book, providing a genuine ‘living 
handbook’ experience. Authors can add their own handbooks 
to PUBLISSO using the Drupal content management system. 
The quality of the handbooks is upheld by editorial boards 
specialising in each specific field as well as a mandatory peer 
review process. All the content is open access, which means it 
is freely available online at no charge.

Benefits of Living Handbooks: 
v	 Academics and researchers retain the rights to their 		
	 publications.
v	 Each individual chapter can be published and updated 		
	 separately.
v	 Multimedia content can be incorporated in the chapters.
v	 Persistent identifiers known as DOIs, or digital object 		
	 identifiers, are assigned to each chapter, making them
 	 easily citable and permanently accessible and traceable.

Are you interested in producing your very own Living Hand-
book? Please get in touch to find out how we can help!

Living Handbooks 
ZB MED – Information Centre for Life Sciences
Gleueler Strasse 60
50931 Cologne
Germany
+49 (0)221 478-5603/-32693
livingbooks@zbmed.de
www.publisso.de/open-access-publizieren/buecher- 
publizieren/
http://books.publisso.de
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